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letter of the 24th, as well as the formula presented to you by Rajaji,
gave you virtually what is embodied in the Lahore resolution, providing
at the same time what is amsolutely necessary to make the arrange-
ment acceptable to the country. You keep on saying that I should
accept certain theses which you call the basis and fundamental princi-
ples of the Lahore resolution, while I have been contending that the
best way for us who differ in our approach to the problem is to give
body to the demand as it stands in the resolution and work it out to
our mutual satisfaction. It is on this plan that I understand Rajaji'-s
formula to be conceived, and it is on the same plan that I have tried
to work it out in the course of, and as a result of, our talks. I contend
that either gives you the substance of the Lahore resolution. Unfortu-
nately you reject both. And I cannot accept the Lahore resolution as
you want me to, especially when you seek to introduce into its inter-
pretation theories and claims which I cannot accept and which I cannot
ever hope to induce India to accept.
Your constant references to my not being clothed with representa-
tive authority are really irrelevant. I have approached you so that, if
you and I can agree upon a common course of action, I may use what
influence I possess for its acceptance by the Congress and the country.
If you break, it cannot be because I have no representative capacity or
because I have been u-nwilling to give you satisfaction in regard to the
claim embodied in the Lahore resolution.
Yours sincerely,
M. K. GANDHI.
XXI
MR JINNAH TO GANDHIJI
September 26, 1944.
DEAR MR GANDHI,
I have received your letter of September 26 and
I note that you have written it with Rajaji's advice. Of course, it is for
you to follow suchadvice as you may choose to do so, but I am only
concerned for the moment with you. I note that at the last moment you
have resuri acted the Gandhi-Rajaji formula, although it was shunted
all this time, and you proceed to say that this formula gives me virtually
what is embodied in the Lahore resolution. You further say that on
the same plan you have tried to formulate your latest proposals, as
mentioned in your letter of September 24, and you maintain that either
gives me the substance of the Lahore resolution. In your previous
letter you asserted that your formula gives me the " essence" of the
Lahore resolution. I see a very close family resemblance between the
two, a^d the substance of one or the other is practically the same, only'
it is put in different language, and I have already expressed my opinion
that, in my judgment, they neither meet the substance nor essence of